
SHAIN GERMANER AND 
BOTHO MOLOSANKWE

T
HEY SCREAMED, they
shouted in anger, they
pushed those ahead of
them, they trod over peo-

ple who had fallen.
And they killed a woman, the

mother of one of the thousands of
students desperate to get into the
University of Johannesburg (UJ)
campus.

This was the tragedy that
unfolded this morning as the stu-
dents stormed the gates, seriously
injuring another 16 people, nine of
whom were taken to hospital.

The name of the dead woman
has not been revealed. 

One of the injured, Seipati
Ntismane, told The Star how she
lay on the ground screaming for
help as a stampede of youths
climbed over her to get to the gates
of the university.

Ntsimane was shoved to the
ground in the crowd of up to 6 000
youths who fought to secure a place
at the university and had been wait-
ing for hours to get in. 

The crowd broke the gates while
some climbed over the tall metal
palisade fence.

Some jumped over Ntsimane
while others walked on top of her
to get to the gate. Eventually cam-
pus security guards pulled her to
safety.

Ntsimane, who was there to help
her daughter Pholoso with her late
application for university entrance,
survived.

Ntsimane, 37, and her daughter
Pholoso, 18, said they had arrived at
UJ last night at 10pm and slept out-
side the gate.

They said the crowd would not
wait for the gate to open, so the
queue turned into a stampede.

“People started pushing into
each other and they also pushed
me. 

“As I fell forward, my left leg was
stretched to the back. Others
started collapsing on me, others
walked on my outstretched leg and
even when I screamed and shouted
they did not care, they just walked
all over me,” she said.

The Ntsimanes said others in
the crowd collapsed and a woman
had her face stuck between the
steel bars of the fence as people
pushed her.

Later Pholoso, barefoot after los-
ing her shoes in the stampede, man-
aged to fill in an application to
study bio-technology.

Another woman, also a parent of
a prospective student, was seriously
hurt. A distraught youth wept
nearby, as paramedics helped her.

Netcare 911 paramedics took
nine people to hospitals.

Netcare spokesman Jeff Wicks
said one woman was critically
injured, “having sustained severe
head and chest trauma. 

“She was intubated and placed
on a manual ventilator at the scene
and transported by ambulance to
the specialist hospital for further
care”.

Police spokesman Pinky
Tsinyane's said 16 people were
taken to various hospitals near the
university.

Police and campus security are
due to conduct a full investigation
now.

UJ opened the late applications
process yesterday.

After the disaster UJ vice chan-
cellor Professor Ihron Rensburg
said the students would be allowed
to submit their applications to
“defuse an already explosive situa-
tion” because of fears of further
violence if those still waiting were
denied the chance to apply.

This concession would apply
only to the 6 000 who had managed
to get on to the campus.

Rensburg said the late applica-
tions process would probably be
closed after this as the 11 000 appli-
cations they have already received
would be enough to find students to
fill the 800 to 1000 spaces left.

He said the woman who died at
the scene had been waiting in the
queue while her son was on cam-
pus applying. 

The youth was then notified of
his mother’zs death.

Head of UJ security Roelof
Hugo said that the university had
discussed the tense situation at the
university's gates with City of

Joburg's Disaster Management
Centre, but said campus security
was unable to act outside of the
campus as it did not fall under their
jurisdiction.

The limited number of police at
the scene were unable to hold back
the crowd, with crowd control vehi-
cles only arriving on campus at
about 9am – after the stampede.

At 7am, The Star team saw the
crowd get increasingly impatient
for the gates to open, particulary
when late arrivals pushed to the
front.

By 7.30 they had broken down
the Bunting Road entrance gate.

Police tried to form them into
orderly queues, but could not con-
trol them.

The crowd’s irritation reached
tipping point as police tried to
order them towards one of the
smaller side gates.

One student then tried to climb
over the main gate as the crowd
pushed towards it.

This set off a chain reaction of
climbers, which eventually caused
the remaining hundreds to start
pushing the main gate, eventually
forcing it open.

A 34-year-old woman from
Mpumalanga who was with her 18-
year-old son blamed the university
management for not being able to
handle the crowd. 

“They should have queue mar-
shalls or security guards and also
have a plan of how to do this by
dividing facilities.”

The student representative
council (SRC) blamed their own
campus for the incident, saying
that further information could
have helped to save lives.

“There were no attempts to com-
municate with students waiting in
the queue,” said SRC president Ten-
dani Nembidzane.
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JANUARY 2012 SAILS

SAVE UPTO 40%

PORTUGUESE ISLAND - 3 NIGHTS

Departing Durban - 27 January 2012                             from R2 970

Departing Durban - 10 February 2012                           from R5 090

 MAPUTO & BARRA LODGE - 4 NIGHTS

Departing Durban - 23 January 2012                              from R3 020

Departing Durban -  30 January 2012                             from R2 940

BAZARUTO - 4 NIGHTS

Departing Durban - 16 January 2012                              from R2 660

Departing Durban - 05 March 2012                                from R3 480

 MSC SINFONIA - JANUARY 2012

PORTUGUESE ISLAND - 3 NIGHTS - KURT DARREN

Departing Durban -  03 February 2012                          from R3 107

 MAPUTO & BARRA LODGE - 4 NIGHTS

Departing Durban -  06 February 2012                           from R3 324

Departing Durban -  27 February 2012                           from R3 878

FEBRUARY 2012

Prices are Per Person and include Promotional discount where applicable. Promotional Fares 
can be withdrawn or increased at anytime prior to reservation being made.  Fares exclude Port, 
Baggage, Insurance and Mandatory Service Charges. * A maximum of 2 children U18 cruise free 

when sharing with 2 full paying adults and only pay the Port, Baggage and Mandatory Service 
Charges.  Terms and conditions apply. E&OE.

Johannesburg : 011 798 3600 | Cape Town : 021 555 3005
Pretoria : 012 342 4496 | Durban : 031 303 3572

STARLIGHT CRUISES

www.mscstarlightcruises.co.zajoin us on       mscstarlight follow us       msccruisessa

 CHILDREN 

CRUISE FREE!
*

Conditions Apply

For Brochures, Reservations or Information,  contact your ASATA Travel Agent or:

PORTUGUESE ISLAND & BARRA LODGE - 4 NIGHTS

Departing Durban -  13 February 2012                          from R5 310

South African Airways has won the prestigious Skytrax award for Best
Airline Africa for the ninth consecutive year and the award for Service

Excellence Africa for the second consecutive year. Book your tickets now! 
Contact your preferred travel agent or on www.flysaa.com
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S NEWS/LOCAL 
Private business
coining it with
parking system  
The money Joburgers

pay for parking is mostly

going into a private

business’s coffers.

�3

Retro Revival
The Market Theatre is

staging two classic plays. 

� Inside

Former Beatle’s
choice of album
title a bummer 
Paul McCartney has

confirmed the title of his

next album – Kisses on the

Bottom.

�4

NEWS/WORLD NEWS 
Send your kids to
school or risk
going to jail
Gauteng has rewritten 

its education laws to

encourage parents to

send their children to
school. �2

SPORTSPORT

Gautrain bus
strike goes on
THE Gautrain bus drivers’ go-slow
strike is set to continue today.

Buses started running only at
6am this morning and will stop at
6pm tonight, unless a court inter-
dict being brought today by the bus
company MegaExpress is granted
to stop the strike. – Staff Reporter

DEATH TRAP: This woman is fighting for her life after she was crushed in the stampede. 

UJ STAMPEDE 1 dead, 9 in hospital,
as crowd breaks gate

TRAMPLED: One woman died and another, circled, is fighting for her life after a violent stampede of late-applying prospective students broke out at the University of
Johannesburg’s Auckland Park campus this morning – See picture below. PICTURES: ADRIAN DE KOCK

LEAP OF FAITH: A man jumps over
the gate to get into the university.


